Barn Raising: Community members would gather to help raise barns and other buildings.

Oxen: Not every farmer owned a team of oxen and teams were routinely hired for plowing or for work where more than one team was needed. A lesser known fact is that not every farmer owned a plow, and would swap labor for the right to use a plow.

Spinning Wheels and Looms: Both these items were rather expensive to purchase and bulky to store and use. Looms in particular would be shared.

Meat: Butchering an animal created large amounts of fresh meat, which would spoil quickly if not eaten or preserved. Families could coordinate their butchering with neighbors such that each farm would supply several farms with fresh meat in sequence.

Home industry: At one farm the man would operate a blacksmith shop or work as a cabinet maker, while at a nearby farm the woman was noted for her fine weaving, or her straw hats.
